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Criteria for evaluating proposals for environmental grants

approved June 16, 2009

Over-riding principles: The Banff Community Foundation’s mandate is To improve the quality of life for Banff National Park communities – now and forever.  

The Foundation’s grant distribution policy includes the following goal:  To support and encourage the stewardship of land, natural resources and the Environment in order to promote public awareness and participation in environmental citizenship.

As of November 2008, The Foundation defines environmental projects as those that will: 

· Contribute to the long-term continuation of the natural ecosystem components, processes and functions of Banff National Park
· Increase citizen engagement in environmentally sustainable behaviours
As of November 2008, the Foundation declares that it will not fund those projects that negatively target a particular individual, organization or business

As of June 2009, the Foundation defines stewardship as:  contributing to the long term continuation of the natural ecosystem components, processes and functions of Banff National Park, and increasing citizen engagement in environmentally sustainable behaviours.  The following Criteria will be used for assessing Community Grants, in the area of Environment. 

Criteria for Evaluating Environmental Grants:

	Criterion
	Weight
	Scoring Guidelines

	Resident engagement, including youth engagement and inter-organization collaboration
	25%
	Project engages a substantial number of youth and involves meaningful collaboration among three or more community organizations = up to 25
	Project engages some youth and involves meaningful collaboration between at least two community organizations = up to 15
	Project engages some youth or involves meaningful collaboration between at least two community organizations = up to 10

	Deliverables linked to natural ecosystem components, processes and function in BNP
	25%
	Project saves or restores an ecosystem in danger = up to 25
	Project helps to maintain a stable  ecosystem in BNP = up to 15
	Project raises awareness of ecosystem issues in BNP = up to 10

	Deliverables linked to environmentally sustainable behaviour
	25%
	Project enables long term behavioural change by a substantial portion of BNP population and users = up to 25
	Project enables long term behavioural change by a small portion of BNP population and users = up to 15
	Project enables short term behavioural changes = up to 10

	Sustainable funding plan
	15%
	Project shows funds in place to carry through future years, and has committed support from other donors = up to 25
	Project has solid fund development plan for carry-through, and has requests out to other donors = up to 15
	Project has commitments for start-up funding only = up to 10

	Opportunities to showcase the Foundation’s involvement
	10%
	Project proposal shows practical opportunities to showcase Foundation involvement = up to 10


